FACT SHEET:
Trees of Babeldaob Island
Babeldaob’s Natural Treasures
the dense forest of Palau’s largest and Micronesia’s second largest island
contains approximately 186 species of trees from more than 50 different
families. Ecologists estimate that 70% or 131 of the 186 species identified
are native, meaning they arrived here on their own by floating on the sea or
were brought by birds. Many of them came from the neighboring islands of
Southeast Asia.
Incidentally, 44% or 57 species of the native trees are believed to be endemic,
which means they only occur in Palau and no where else in the world. These
endemic tree species have been isolated for so long, that they have evolved
separately in their new environment, apart from their distant relatives in
Southeast Asia and because they are now so different from their distant relatives, scientists have categorized them as ‘new’ species.
The remaining 30% or 55 species of the 186 trees identified by plant ecologists are believed to have been introduced. These are tree species brought in,
accidentally or deliberately by man or his agents (canoes, planes, domesticated animals, etc.). Furthermore, tree species of Babeldaob can be found in
five main vegetation communities: (1) Mangrove and Freshwater Swamp Forests; (2) Strand and Lowland Vegetation; (3) Interior Upland Forest; (4) Ravine
and Riparian Forest; and (5) Savanna.

Why Protect the Trees?
Trees have been an essential resource for people ever since humans first arrived in the islands of Palau. Several tree species were carried on the long
voyaging canoes that brought the early immigrants to the
islands many centuries ago. The useful introduced trees have long provided food, fiber, medicines, and other natural products. The early human colonizers also learned
how to utilize the native wild growing species that they found in the various environments of these islands. Over many centuries of experience, a large body
of knowledge about these trees has been gathered and passed on from generation to generation. This traditional knowledge about the trees includes their
religious significance, cultural history, economic value, medicinal use, and
other resource application. Presented are just few of the ecologically, culturally and economically important trees that could be found on the island
of Babeldaob.
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Calophyllum inophyllum (Btaches)

Found on coastal plains of Babeldaob, this medium sized
to large, slowly growing native tree can reach heights
of 20 m (65 ft). It typically has a broad, low branching,
spreading crown. The wood of Calophyllum is used for
canoes, houses, and carved objects. In other parts of
Pacific, the oil from the seed is used in traditional medicines.

Gmelina palawensis (Blacheos)

Found in the interior upland forest of Babeldaob, this
large endemic tree is known to be good for lumber. It
is said in Palauan legend that the sun and the moon.

Manilkara udoido (Udeuid)

Found in the interior upland forest of Babeldaob,
this large endemic tree is used in some places in Palau for tool handles and construction posts. It is
said that the Spanish used this tree to make beams
for forts that have lasted for 500 years.

Parinarium laurina (Eritem)

This medium sized to large native tree which can
reach the heights of 9-30 m (25-100 ft) is found in
the interior upland forest of Babeldaob. The fruit
of the Parinarium produces oil used for painting.
In other parts of Pacific, the oil from the fruit is
used in traditional medicines.

Serianthes kanehirae (Ukall)

Commonly found in the upland forest of
Babeldaob, this endemic tree can grow very
large. Serianthes produces a very strong wood
used for lumber and was traditionally used to
make canoes and paddles.

